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Lisa Ridge, NJHN President

The past four months have been an excit-
ing period for NJHN. Our members have
assisted in the birth of two new Humanist
organizations: Red Bank Humanists and
Hudson Humanists, which meets in
Hoboken. We have high hopes for the
success of these groups, both of which
have attracted sizable
audiences in their early
meetings. We continue
to work cooperatively
with the Center for
Inquiry in New Jersey
and plan to continue
expanding our involve-
ment with other Human-
ist groups.

At the same time, we are
reaching out to other
groups in the state which
share similar goals, such
as the new chapter of Americans United
for Separation of Church and State that
has started in South Jersey.

Of course, our biggest success of 2003
was our HumanLight celebration in
December. Over 130 people attended the
gala event at the Parsippany Hilton.
Sherwin Wine delivered a stirring key-
note address entitled “The Life of Cour-
age.” The text of his address will soon be
available on our website. Russ and Katy
Fischer once again showed off their
dancing prowess, Mad Science enter-
tained more than 25 children and many
of the adults, and NJHN founder Harley
Brown was feted by the announcement
of the Fund for Camp Quest in his name.
Details about this Fund are on page __.

Looking ahead, we are planning to take
part in the March for Women's Lives on
April 25th in Washington, DC. Members
who attend our June annual meeting will
elect a slate for our Board of Directors
for the next two years. Plans are also

underway for our annual picnic, most
likely in July, and we will recognize
NJHN's tenth anniversary in August with
a celebration to be announced in a future
issue of the NJHN Bulletin. Through a
grant from the James Hervey Johnson
Charitable Educational Trust, NJHN has
commissioned a Humanist choral com-
position from New Jersey composer
Dean Rishel entitled The Light of Rea-
son, which will be debuted by the

LeHigh Valley Gay
Men's Chorus at a Fall
concert now being
planned for November
13, 2004.

This is an exciting time
for the Humanist com-
munity: there are many
secular and religious
issues being debated and
decided in the courts,
legislatures, workplaces
and local diners. In the
months ahead we'll see

decisions made in several key arenas,
among them gay rights and the definition
of marriage, church-state separation
issues such as the Pledge of Allegiance
and decalogue monuments, and one of
the most important Presidential cam-
paigns in a generation. We'll be talking
about all of these issues in the coming
months, and I invite you to get involved
with NJHN and help us expand our reach
to those who wish to explore the Human-
ist philosophy.

EEEEVVVVEEEENNNNTTTT S S S SCCCCHHHHEEEEDDDDUUUULLLLEEEE

NJHN meetings are held at the Bridge-
water Library, 7pm, on the fourth
Wednesday of the month, unless other-
wise noted. Details at www.njhn.org/
schedule.html.

Hudson Humanists MeetingHudson Humanists MeetingHudson Humanists MeetingHudson Humanists Meeting
Sunday, March 28, 11:00AM
Stevens Institute of Technology,
Hoboken, New Jersey

Discussions of oral arguments before the
Supreme Court in the Newdow Case.
Guest speaker Roy Speckhardt, AHA
Director of Membership & Programs.

Red Bank Humanists MeetingRed Bank Humanists MeetingRed Bank Humanists MeetingRed Bank Humanists Meeting
Sunday, April 11, 11:00AM
House of Coffee, Red Bank, New Jersey

Equal People, Equal MarriageEqual People, Equal MarriageEqual People, Equal MarriageEqual People, Equal Marriage
town meetingtown meetingtown meetingtown meeting
Thursday, April 15, 7:00PM
Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey

Guest speaker: Congressman Barney
Frank.

March for Women's LivesMarch for Women's LivesMarch for Women's LivesMarch for Women's Lives
Sunday, April 25, 10:00AM
The Mall, Washington D.C.

AHA and AU co-sponsored event. Mem-
bers will be going. Contact Lisa Ridge
for more info.

April NJHN MeetingApril NJHN MeetingApril NJHN MeetingApril NJHN Meeting
Wednesday, April 28, 7:00PM
Bridgewater Library

Guest Speaker Warren Allen Smith,
author of Who's Who in Hell: A Hand-
book and International Directory for
Humanists, Freethinkers, Naturalists,
Rationalists and Non-Theists.

The NJHN Board: (l to r) Wanda
Shiarappa, Jay Holovacs, Brad-
ford Holcombe, Harley Brown,
Joe Fox, Linda Kieseling, Sara
Brown, Tim Ridge and Lisa
Ridge. Not pictured: John Walsh.
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EEEEDDDDIIIITTTTOOOORRRR’’’’SSSS V V V VIIIIEEEEWWWW
Bradford Holcombe, Editor

In my many years of playing, coaching
and watching baseball, I learned no bet-
ter piece of advice for players than “keep
your eye on the ball”. It is the fundamen-
tal skill for fielders and hitters but prob-
ably most important for eight-year-old
little leaguers, who tend to spend a great
deal of time with their backs to the ball.
It is impossible to command the full
attention of nine boys spread over a half
acre of grass, but the vision of having to
take one to the hospital is enough to
focus the attention of the coach, who has
to keep his eye on the ball for all of them.

NJHN participated in Morristown’s St.
Patrick’s Day parade this year, for the
second year in a row. That might strike
you as a strange activity for a Humanist
organization. It seemed a strange idea to
me - at first. Joe Fox, NJHN Vice Presi-
dent, thought it would be a great way to
get some exposure for our organization,
with an audience who may not have
heard of Humanism, or who might not
have the most positive impression of it.
This is an excellent example of keeping
your eye on the ball, and all credit to Joe
for thinking it up. NJHN is not only
about providing a community for
Humanists, but also about establishing a
positive image for Humanists in the
larger community. It would be very easy
for us to participate only in thoroughly
secular events, but then we’d only get

out on Arbor Day, and there isn’t a great
parade for that.

So, on a cold Saturday morning in
March, nine Humanist adults and four
children march down Main Street,
between a bagpipe band and a supermar-
ket float. Both times I have done this, I
start out fearing the response. At first, I
expect to see frowns, people crossing us
in blessing, to hear boos. But that doesn’t
happen. In fact, after a few minutes,
someone claps as we walk by. Lisa,
NJHN President, runs over and hands
them a flyer and business card, which
they take with interest. Some of our
group are carrying signs showing noted
Irish Freethinkers. People stop them to
get a closer look, or crane their necks to
read some of the names: George Bernard
Shaw, James Joyce, William Butler
Yeats. They seem to consider this new
information. Irish who were not true
believers of one sort or another? Yes, and
respected ones at that. Ones that every-
one has heard of, but always assumed
were god-fearing. A Catholic priest
walks by us, pauses for a second to con-
sider, and walks on.

NJHN has gotten negative feedback
from other non-theist organizations on
our participation in the parade. Their
argument is that it is a bad thing for a
non-theist group to be supporting a reli-
gious event, that it shows we are ignorant
of our responsibilities to stand up in
angry defiance of religion in all its
forms. While I share the indignation that
inspires this point of view, I consider it
non-productive. Yes, it is an event with a
religious component, but it is more valu-
able to us for being so. We accomplished
something for NJHN, for Humanism and
even for general non-theism that morn-
ing. We showed that people who don’t
believe in a personal god are real people,
young and old, who have a long and dis-
tinguished intellectual history, and who
may have an idea or two worth consider-
ing. And that is a profound thing to say
on a day that celebrates a people who
have been torn apart by religion. In all
things, not only baseball, it is important
to keep your eye on the ball.

Bradford Holcombe

Weddings, 
Commitment and 
other Ceremonies

Personalized to Reflect your 
Traditions and Values

Barry Klassel
Certified Celebrant

908-789-2710
klassel7@hotmail.com
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MMMMEEEEMMMMBBBBEEEERRRR P P P PRRRROOOOFFFFIIIILLLLEEEE: S: S: S: SAAAARRRRAAAA B B B BRRRROOOOWWWWNNNN
This article is the second in a series
focusing on members of NJHN. Sara
Brown, a founding member of NJHN,
wrote this profile herself. 

I grew up in a small family in a small col-
lege town in Ohio. As far as I know there
were no Catholics, Jews or blacks in our
town.

My parents were active in a Protestant
church, but held rather modern views
about the Bible and the supernatural. I
continued to attend Presbyterian
churches until I finished college and
married. At his job, my husband met a
member of the New York Ethical Culture
Society, and this man introduced us to
non-theistic religion. We also heard a
weekly radio broadcast from that New
York group. When we lived in the Wash-
ington D.C. area in the ‘60’s we became
active members of the Washington Ethi-
cal Society and later, and Unitarian-Uni-
versalist congregation which was closer
to our house.

Since then I have attended U-U fellow-
ships wherever I have lived, except for a
spell when the kids were in their teems.
At that time, there was no U-U or Ethical
group at all close to our home, so I took
the kids to a small Presbyterian church
where there was a nice youth group. This
was probably a mistake; I wish I had

been more assertive in teaching them
non-religious thinking.

I am currently a member of the First Uni-
tarian-Universalist Fellowship of Hunt-
erdon County, and the Princeton Ethical
Fellowship, as well as the American
Humanist Association and the Council
for Secular Humanism.

It was through CSH that I learned there
was a group near my home. I contacted
Harley Brown and began meeting regu-
larly with the small group of founding
members of NJHN. I’m happy to have
new friends who share my skeptical view
of supernatural religions and want to
promote positive humanist values.

I am not very optimistic about the future
of humanism. Our ideas seem so reason-
able to me; I find it hard to understand
how anyone can disagree. But, obvi-
ously, most people do, probably because
faith fulfills some need for them (and I
suspect that many people have never
really thought about such matters.)

I try to promote humanism at my U-U
fellowship, since many U-U members
are really humanists in philosophy. I
hope to interest others in dual member-
ship such as I maintain.

I have never been directly rejected for
being a humanist, but several times I
have noticed social contacts being qui-
etly terminated.

At NJHN I help Linda Kieseling with the
work of the Membership Committee and
am also involved with the Music Com-
mittee. I am happy to see NJHN continu-
ing to have interesting speakers and now
getting good publicity about these. We
are timid about controversial subjects,
something the board needs to discuss
further.

Sara Brown
Board Member, NJHN

Sara is also a long standing member of
NJHN’s board and received an award
from CFI for her support of that organi-
zation at HumanLight 2003.

Harley’s Garden
501 Route 57

Port Murray, NJ 07865
2 miles east of Route 31, 

Washington, NJ

Your source for
Silk and Dried Flowers
Custom Arrangements

Gifts
Home Furnishing

908-689-2813
open Wednesday-Sunday 

10AM-5PM

CCCCAAAALLLLLLLL    FFFFOOOORRRR S S S SUUUUBBBBMMMMIIIISSSSSSSSIIIIOOOONNNNSSSS

THE NJHN BULLETIN publishes articles, book reviews, letters, and editorials from
NJHN members, as well as from outside sources. If you have something to say, we
will gladly print anything responsible and relevant to Humanism or NJHN. We will
help you through all stages of the process. Submissions should be, at most, around
one to two typewritten pages, and should be submitted one month before the issue
in which they should appear. Even if you would just like to see something, but don’t
necessarily want to write it yourself, we would like to hear what you have to say.
Please contact Bradford Holcombe or Linda Kieseling at any NJHN meeting, or talk
to us through email at bulletin@NJHN.org.

Thanks,
Bradford Holcombe.
Editor, THE NJHN BULLETIN

Once a month, Sunday after-
noon ballroom dancing, dance 
lesson and hot buffet lunch at

The Grand 
Ballroom of the 

Parsippany Hilton

973-663-4646
kfischer@nac.net

Sponsored by
Ballroom Magic DJ &

The Ballroom Dance Society
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HHHHAAAARRRRLLLLEEEEYYYY A. B A. B A. B A. BRRRROOOOWWWWNNNN C C C CAAAAMMMMPPPP Q Q Q QUUUUEEEESSSSTTTT    
FFFFUUUUNNNNDDDD
Official NJHN Announcement

NJHN ESTABLISHES CAMP QUEST
FUND IN HONOR OF OUR
FOUNDER, HARLEY A. BROWN

Announced on December 21, 2003, on
the occasion of HumanLight 2003, Par-
sippany, New Jersey

Harley Brown founded the New Jersey
Humanist Network in 1994, and built it
from a tiny group meeting in members'
homes to an organization with dozens of
active members and hundreds of sup-
porters. Along the way, he has edited the
bulletin, arranged for speakers and meet-
ing space, organized fund raising and
community service efforts, coordinated
publicity, acted as spokesperson for the
group, and served as President from the
time the office was established until July
of 2003.

Today, our organization is vibrant and
growing, and we have ambitious plans
for the future. Though many minds and
hands have participated, we recognize
the signal importance of the contribution
made by Harley Brown to our success. 

One of the most important characteris-
tics of a successful organization is its
ability to attract young members and
supporters. For Humanist organizations,
this requires educating young people in
the areas of critical thinking, Humanist
ethics and values. Recently, the NJHN
Board of Directors voted to support an
organization that does just that: Camp
Quest.

Camp Quest provides campers aged 8-13
and counselors-in-training aged 14-18
with traditional activities such as swim-
ming, archery, canoeing, and crafts such
as tie-dyeing, paper-making, and needle-
point. Campers also experience such
unconventional camp activities as rock-
climbing, a fossil hunt, a ropes challenge
course, and rides in a hot-air balloon.

The highlight of the experience, how-
ever, is its emphasis on critical thinking

skills. Campers are exposed to the won-
ders of evolution and the scientific
method, the complexities of code-break-
ing, the merits of creative thinking in a
world where creativity is often stifled,
the importance of diversity and accep-
tance of other's differences through dis-
cussions, and the mind-building skills of
debating the existence of invisible uni-
corns on the camp premises -- the reward
for proving their existence remains
unclaimed to date.

The only drawback--Camp Quest is
expensive, especially considering travel
expenses to Ohio, Tennessee or Michi-
gan. To assist families with camp fees,
the New Jersey Humanist Network will
raise funds sufficient to send one or more
children to Camp Quest each summer.

In recognition of his many years of ded-
ication and visionary leadership to the
Humanist community of New Jersey, the
New Jersey Humanist Network has
established the Harley A. Brown Fund
for Camp Quest. This Fund will provide
annual registration support for the chil-
dren of New Jersey humanists, atheists
and freethinkers to attend the Camp
Quest of their choice.

Applications for campership assistance
are now available and our first Camp
Quest Fund recipient(s) will be
announced in the Spring of 2004. Appli-
cations are available by sending email to
NJHN President Lisa Ridge at presi-
dent@njhn.org or calling her at 609-371-
1357. To make a tax-deductible donation
to the Fund for Camp Quest, please visit
our website at www.njhn.org/dona-
tions.html or contact Lisa by email or
phone above.

Information about Camp Quest (Ohio),
Camp Quest of the Smoky Mountains
(Tennessee) and Camp Quest Michigan
is available at www.njhn.org/
camp_quest.html.

OOOODDDDDDDDSSSS    AAAANNNNDDDD E E E ENNNNDDDDSSSS

• This issue of the bulletin combines the
normal January and March issues into a
single one. The January issue was signif-
icantly delayed due to serious health
issues with some of the staff.

Anyone who has the power to make you 
believe absurdities, has the power to 

make you commit injustices.

Voltaire

Advertise in the
NJHN Bulletin!

Your ad will be seen by over 
200 readers willing to 

support Humanist 
businesses.

Send text and graphics to 
Bradford Holcombe at 

bulletin@njhn.org

Nutrition Counseling

Tailored especially to your 
needs and your food 

preferences

Sara D. Brown
Registered Dietitian

908-735-9627
slbrown@rcn.com
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HHHHUUUUMMMMAAAANNNNLLLLIIIIGGGGHHHHTTTT 2003: T 2003: T 2003: T 2003: THHHHEEEE B B B BIIIIGGGGGGGGEEEESSSSTTTT    
SSSSUUUUCCCCCCCCEEEESSSSSSSS    YYYYEEEETTTT!!!!
Amanda Chesworth

Amanda Chesworth emceed the Human-
Light celebration that NJHN co-spon-
sored with CFI in December. The
following is a letter she sent to the orga-
nizers. She has kindly given permission
for us to include it here.

I want to say how wonderfully impressed
I was with the HumanLight celebration
in NJ. It was an honor for me to attend
and assume the role of emcee.

I would like to help gather more support
for this unique holiday because I feel it
contains a world of possibilities for
humanists and may truly help us to
project a more accurate image of who we
are as members of humanity - our diver-
sity and our decency.

The group of people responsible for this
particular celebration (and the larger
effort) exhibited an amazing dynamic -
teamwork at its best, in my opinion. I
would like to thank them all for the kind-
ness they showed me.

The celebration itself had a very upbeat
tone (and a sincere one) - it was about us,
our grand accomplishments through his-

tory and the fact that we, through reason,
have the ability to accomplish so much
more. I have so often heard humanists
ask why we don't celebrate historical
milestones like the Enlightenment, the
Scientific Revolution, etc., or the many
people who have contributed great
things to our advancement, or of course,
of the discoveries and developments
themselves. The key is to do this without
it becoming too hokey or too similar to
the religious celebrations and I honestly
think HumanLight contains the right ele-
ments to effectively gain a foothold
within our community and society at
large. Often times the media asks us what
we do at Christmas or whether or not we
have our own holiday...now we can pro-
vide an answer to these questions that
actually has substance. The celebration
brings together a variety of the motiva-
tions we see within our community - the
emotional element, the need for intellec-
tual stimulation, our desire to interact
with one another in positive and con-
structive ways, and much more. It does
this without belittling any one focus and
it doesn't assume we are “like minded
individuals” in all areas - a term I often
find a wee bit difficult to digest.

There is a simplicity to the HumanLight
celebration that I find especially appeal-
ing - the kind that we only achieve by
understanding the complexities of living.
The attendees seemed genuinely thrilled
to be involved and actually able to envi-
sion how they could add to the festivities
in their own, individual way. The num-
ber of children in attendance was also a
pleasure to see and the activities for chil-
dren were brilliant and extraordinarily
effective.

Needless to say I hope to see Human-
Light grow on a global level and to help
champion the humanist perspective
throughout our 21st century civilization.
I think we should all make an effort to
support something that is obviously
enjoyed and desired by many of the peo-
ple we serve.

 Amanda Chesworth
Educational Director, CSICOP

Director of the Darwin Day Project

MMMMAAAARRRRCCCCHHHH    FFFFOOOORRRR W W W WOOOOMMMMEEEENNNN’’’’SSSS L L L LIIIIVVVVEEEESSSS

http://www.marchforwomen.org

WE NEED YOUR STUFF!WE NEED YOUR STUFF!WE NEED YOUR STUFF!WE NEED YOUR STUFF!

NJHN participates in the Town of Bel-
videre's semi-annual garage sales in the
Spring and Fall each year. This is a major
fund-raiser for us, helping to support our
program, printing and public relations
costs, as well as our Camp Quest and
Music Funds. We are in need of quality
donated items for this year's sales. If you
have something to donate, please contact
Lisa Ridge, president@njhn.org.

Ballroom Magic
Private and group lessons in
Ballroom and Latin dancing

973-663-4646
kfischer@nac.net

ASK ABOUT OUR
10% OFF

FUNDRAISING

GROUP CLASS FOR
MEMBERS OF NJHN

Professional
Website Design 
and Technical

Consulting

Reasonable Rates
Quick Turnaround

Graphic Design and Logos
Content Maintenance

E-Commerce
Document Conversion

Training

Timothy Ridge
609-371-1357

timridge1@comcast.net



THE NJHN BULLETIN  PAGE 6

WWWWHHHHAAAATTTT    IIIISSSS H H H HUUUUMMMMAAAANNNNLLLLIIIIGGGGHHHHTTTT? ? ? ? 
Barry Klassel, NJHN member 

There is no question that HumanLight is
evolving into a solid secular alternative
to other winter celebrations offered in
our culture. This annual event, first held
three years ago at a single location in
Verona, New Jersey, has spread to 13 cit-
ies in 10 states around the country,
including Florida, Arizona, Nebraska,
Wisconsin, Ohio, North Carolina, Okla-
homa, New Jersey, New York and Cali-
fornia. There are indications that
HumanLight might be celebrated inter-
nationally next year.   

HumanLight is the winter holiday for
Humanists. It falls officially on Decem-
ber 23, but can be celebrated at the con-
venience of participants. Conceived by
members of the New Jersey Humanist
Network (NJHN), HumanLight contin-
ues to be jointly sponsored by NJHN and
the Council for Secular Humanism. This
year's event in New Jersey was cele-
brated on December 21 and drew more
revelers than ever before - over 130
humanists and their friends, including
more than 20 children. It took place in
the Grand Ballroom of the luxurious Par-
sippany Hilton where there were a few
reminders that humanists are not the
dominant culture - there was a large
wreath of evergreens over the dais
(which did look pretty), and Christmas
carols played over speakers in the men's
room (where I once entered “to hear the
angels sing”). 

So, why call it “HumanLight?” And why
the logo, which is a stylized human fig-
ure, much like the AHA logo with arms
joyously uplifted or, possibly, reaching
out to embrace, in front of a glowing,
orange sun? On the program, under the
logo, a caption reads “The light of
Human Reason, Hope and Compassion.”
The current brochure goes into greater
detail:

HumanLight was conceived as an
expression of specifically Humanist ide-
als and sentiments: the positive vision of
a peaceful, ethical, enlightened, and
happy world that we, as humans, can

bring about without reliance on concepts
of supernatural entities. HumanLight is
an avenue through which we can wish
others well during this season without
denying, ignoring, or confusing our
identities as Humanists.

So HumanLight is about ideals and sen-
timents, a positive vision that, through
human action, can change the world for
the better. Both the name and logo are
powerful symbols. They appeal to the
senses, the mind, the emotions and the
imagination all at the same time. They
are shorthand ways of expressing a big
idea. They allow us to project ever
changing meanings onto them, as a gem
refracts light differently depending on
how you look at it.

In fact, speakers at the last two celebra-
tions have been inspired to interpret
HumanLight in their own ways. The
2002 emcee, Dally Messenger, who is
President of the International Federation
of Celebrants, referring to both aspects
of the logo, talked about the power of
humans as analogous to that of the sun: 

Just as we are conscious of how the sun
brings light and life to the physical uni-
verse, we realize that human beings can
bring light and life to one another. 

Later, during that same event, I read
from a letter I had written to my daughter
in which I extolled HumanLight as
standing for both illumination and
warmth and thereby as symbols for
human consciousness and compassion,
dual sources for the best accomplish-
ments in human history.

This year's emcee, Amanda Chesworth,
(Director of Darwin Day, educational
director of CSICOP and former coordi-
nator of the Campus Freethought Alli-
ance) also felt compelled to say what
HumanLight meant to her. It stood for
such things as human achievement, the
light in our hearts, curiosity, the adven-
turous spirit in the quest for knowledge,
relationships.

It can be said that the aura of Human-
Light infused all activities at our local
celebration in New Jersey. Professional

dancers Russ Fischer and his wife, Katy,
in her shimmering dress, glided grace-
fully in a number of dances, which set a
light, buoyant tone for the afternoon. The
dancing was followed by a candle light-
ing ceremony, which is an opening high-
light each year. In 2002 Joe Fox (one of
the founders of HumanLight), his wife
and children all participated in a celebra-
tion of the bonds of family. This year,
Greg Young rolled up in his wheelchair
to light the flame, which burned proudly
as a salute to his recovery and his father's
love.

The awards ceremony started with Barry
F. Seidman of CFI-NJ honoring several
who carry the torch for humanism in
New Jersey including the Fischers, Joe
and Lisa Fox, Sarah Brown and Susan
Seidman. Lisa Ridge, president of
NJHN, then presented Harley Brown a
special award for his years of leadership
- the establishment of a scholarship fund,
in his name, for kids to attend Camp
Quest.

Not for children only, but for anyone eas-
ily excited by the illuminating beam of
science, a touring educational group
called “Mad Science” demonstrated the
properties of the different states of mat-
ter. And for the entertainment of all,
Sonny Meadows, a folksinger, guitarist
and composer, reprised his appearance
from the year before with original songs
in which HumanLight took a variety of
forms, such as seasonal ornaments and
gifts -

Decorate the tree of knowledge
Let the candles burn so bright
Give a gift of love and caring
We're all sharing our HumanLight

and a beacon for wanderers -

HumanLight - Shine so bright 
Lead us through these darkest nights
Beyond belief to what is known
HumanLight - Oh guide us on.

The counterpoint of darkness and light
played as a recurring theme in the talk
given by this year's keynote speaker,
Rabbi Sherwin Wine, AHA Humanist of
the Year and one of the founders of the
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Society for Humanistic Judaism, a non-
theistic organization whose mission is to
“celebrate Jewish identity and culture
consistent with a Humanistic philosophy
of life, independent of supernatural
authority.”

In a talk that was both somber and uplift-
ing, Rabbi Wine took us back to the
likely origin of winter celebrations of
light - the fear that the darkness would
literally triumph if something were not
done, that the days would continually
grow shorter, the sun would not return,
the earth would grow cold and life would
cease. While we know that it was not the
magic of the rituals that brought the sun
back, it most likely helped to dispel the
very real shadows of fear that early peo-
ples must have felt.

In Rabbi Wine's philosophy, darkness
and light are necessary counterparts.
Religions deal with the two main areas of
darkness in life, suffering and death, by
saying that light will eventually triumph
and that all will become clear. Humanists
make no such claim. 

For Rabbi Wine, every aspect of life con-
tains both light and dark, every solution
has advantages and disadvantages. We
must acknowledge this if we are to face
life realistically. We must abandon uto-
pian thinking. Secular humanists do not
live the life of faith so, according to
Rabbi Wine, we must live the life of
courage in order to push back, as much
as possible, whatever darkness we find in
life. The light to do so is in each of us.
Our individual light can be intensified by
the transcendent sense of connection we
can feel toward other people and to the
world around us. The light is hope. The
light is the courage to face the truth, the
power to improve the world and to strive
for happiness. And the power in each of
us, Rabbi Wine proclaims, is more than
we imagine.

Unlike other major winter holidays,
there is no particular historical or mythi-
cal event that HumanLight celebrates. It
is not about the life of any single heroic
figure. It is about all of us. For me,
HumanLight is, for one thing, a call to
understand our own natures. And, to

echo Rabbi Wine, it is the challenge of
dealing with whatever personal darkness
we face knowing that the “light” at the
end of that tunnel is emergence into the
possibilities of our own lives. Human-
Light is something we must keep burn-
ing or it will lose its power and die. 

One way that HumanLight is kept kin-
dled is by companionship. It is the glow
that can arise by being in one another's
company, the happiness that can be cre-
ated, for example, when people of good
will gather as a community to dine, share
their thoughts, be entertained, celebrate
their special bonds. It is in this spirit that
HumanLight, as a holiday for Human-
ists, shows the promise of becoming an
enduring tradition - a celebration with
different meanings for each participant
and pleasant memories for all.

Barry Klassel
secular celebrant, actor, director, writer,
and member of the 2003 NJ HumanLight

planning committee.

THE PALE BLUE DOTTHE PALE BLUE DOTTHE PALE BLUE DOTTHE PALE BLUE DOT
Larry Shaw, NJHN member

We all have tremendous admiration and
respect for Carl Sagan, the great scien-
tist, educator and humanist who died in
1996. His description of our planet, as
viewed from space, are among the most
inspirational words ever written. They
are repeated here for those who have
never read them, and for the rest of us
who wish to feel their power one more
time.

On June 6, 1990, at the urging of Profes-
sor Sagan, the camera aboard the Voy-
ager-1 spacecraft was turned toward
Earth and a picture was taken from a dis-
tance of 3.7 billion miles. The result was
a swath of bright stars of the Milky Way
galaxy, with the tiniest, almost invisible,
pale blue dot at the center. Professor
Sagan wrote the following words in Pale
Blue Dot, published by Random House:

“…Look again at that dot. That's here.
That's home. That's us. On it everyone
you love, everyone you know, everyone

you ever heard of, every human being
who ever was, lived out their lives. The
aggregate of our joy and suffering, thou-
sands of confident religions, ideologies,
and economic doctrines, every hunter
and forager, every hero and coward,
every creator and destroyer of civiliza-
tions, every king and peasant, every
young couple in love, every mother and
father, hopeful child, inventor and
explorer, every teacher of morals, every
corrupt politician, every “superstar”,
every “supreme leader”, every saint and
sinner in the history of our species lived
there - on a mote of dust suspended in a
sunbeam.

The Earth is a very small stage in a vast
cosmic arena. Think of the rivers of
blood spilled by all those generals and
emperors, so that, in glory and triumph,
they could become the momentary mas-
ters of a fraction of a dot. Think of the
endless cruelties visited by the inhabit-
ants of one corner of this pixel on the
scarcely distinguishable inhabitants of
some other corner, how frequent their
misunderstandings, how eager they are
to kill one another, how fervent their
hatreds. Our positrons, our imagined
self-importance, the delusion that we
have some privileged position in the
Universe, are challenged by this point of
pale light.

Our planet is a lonely speck in the great
enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscu-
rity, in all this vastness, there is no hint
that help will come from elsewhere to
save us from ourselves.

The Earth is the only world known so far
to harbor life. There is nowhere else, at
least in the near future, to which our spe-
cies could migrate. Visit, yes. Settle, not
yet. Like it or not, for the moment the
Earth is where we make our stand.

It has been said that astronomy is a hum-
bling and character building experience.
There is perhaps no better demonstration
of the folly of human conceits than this
distant image of our tiny world. To me, it
underscores our responsibility to deal
more kindly with one another, and to pre-
serve and cherish the pale blue dot, the
only home we've ever known.”
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HHHHUUUUMMMMAAAANNNNIIIISSSSTTTT C C C COOOONNNNCCCCEEEERRRRTTTT
Tim Ridge, NJHN Board Member

NJHN will host a concert at 8:00 PM on
November 13th (location TBA) featur-
ing secular choral music by the Lehigh
Valley Gay Men’s Chorus. This concert
will feature the world premiere of “Light
of Reason,” a humanist choral work
commissioned by NJHN. Harley Brown
wrote the lyrics and South Jersey resi-
dent Dean Rishel composed the music.
This concert will take the place of our
usual November meeting. Make plans to
attend and bring your family!

LVGMC will perform Light of Reason at
the close of the first half of our program
and the entire second half. We will be
auditioning other choral groups and
musicians to perform during the first
half. A microphone and piano will be
available to all. Singers must provide
their own accompanist. Musicians may
play instruments which can be carried on
and off the stage. No electrical connec-
tions will be available. All pieces should
be at least incidentally secular and posi-
tive in character.
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